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MAX MEADOWS.

Rip Van Winkle could not have been
more astounded at the changes he saw-

after his long sleep than would any per¬
son who left Southwest Virginia ten
years ago and returned to<lay.

In place of sleepy, du ft hamlets and
evidences of agricultural and primitive
simplicity, appear towns and railroads,
tho tall stacks of furnaces, the cease¬

less rush and hum of enterprise and in¬
dustry.
One of these transformed villages is

Max Meadows. The history of its
achievements and its future are fully
set forth in another place, to which we

refer our readers. Hut we w ish especial¬
ly to use the example of this thriving
sind progressive center to illustrate to
the public tho tri mendous energy which
characterize the developments of South¬
west Virginia.
We cite Max Meadows, bt cause, while

many others present the same general
'characteristics, that town combines tho
enterprising spirit of the most enter¬
prising, with the safe and conserva¬
tive business methods of the Phila¬
delphia and foreign capitalists who
are at the back of its industries and de¬
velopments.

All the requisites for n strong and
rapidly growing town are presopt. The
elevation is over 000 feet, the scenery
is beautiful, the climate healthful, tho
water supply pure and abundant. In the
neighborhood are Uns iron ores: the
coal fields are near at hand: tho lumber
supplies justify th erection of mills
aud woiid-working manufactories.
As if these indiicmicnta were' not

enough the Mas Meadows Lund and
Improvement Company (composed of
men of high business standing and
suoe s«) surround their propositions
with every safeguard for tho investor
which ingenuity cm suggest.

A HEW Pl'TUItK ".Iii: VJKCINIA
ItliOV. N OltKS.

We beg leave to oiill our renders' at¬
tention to an article published i 1 ;i

when- entitled "The Magnetization of
Iron Ore.*' In our judgment, as far as

Virginia ii c~>neM*n?d. i' i; tho most

important paper that ha- he n published
formally years, if ever before While In
parts i; is t< clinical, yi ! iin- conclusions
reached ein ho appi'tciated by anyone
interested in iron ores.

The cone -ntraiio:: of magnetic iron
ore is an old story. The enormous ;el-
vanc s made in electrical machines of
late years l:av . r. suit: tl in th'Jlltiliz:
tion of vast quantities of magnetic iron
ores, which otherwise would have laid
undisturbed in tho ground: but apart
from jigging machines, nothing up to
this date has hi en available for the im¬
provement of blown ores. It Is well
known that by far the largest percen¬
tage of brown ores are wash-ores, and
of comparatively low grade, as regards
the contents in metallic iron.
That lean brown ores running from

20 per cent, to 40 per cent, of iron can.

by a simple and inexpensive prcc >;s. be
brought up to s"') per c nt. to 5(1 per
cent, of iron, is such a long step for¬
ward a:; t.> make it almost I:np< ssiblo
to correctly judge as to what ii means
and what it will load to.

It moans.placing the manufacture of

pig iron in Virginia on an infinitely
higher plane than it has ever occupied
before It means the successful utiliza¬
tion of thousands upon tons of thousands
dit tons of oYcs ilia' are now untouched
or discarded. It means that mines can
lie worked more cheaply', because stu!f
mw treated as deads and thrown away
can bo made of full and large commer¬
cial value.

It mean ; a high grade of ore, because
tho gangue sep;:rated from the iron will
carry with it a (ertain percentage of
manganese, phosp iomis, and especially
silica, that now goes into the furnace as

Ä detriment to the iron made.
As we said above, it is a very long

.HMWIUIIIU1II lllimlM ¦IIWHMII »ii. 'i

step forward in the right direction, und
tho thanks of nil Virginians are duo Mr.
Jones for tho research and close inves¬
tigation that has led to BUoh a result.

A STATEMENT OJf PACTS.

Tho present edition of Tin: TlMKS,
10,000 in number, is prepared with a

view of presenting to New England
readers :i fair and true idea of the do-
veloptncnt of Uoanoko and Southwest
Virginia. This section is growing in
wealth, population and importance with
a rapidity which can hardly bo realized
even by those who are here on the
ground.
Judge the roasoAs why it grows. It

has a mild yet bracing climate, due t«>

the happy combination of n southerly
temperate zone and a considerable alti¬
tude. It has all the minerals requisite
for making iron In closoproximity. Tho
class of people, who are drawn here by
these opportunities, art' of tho most
progressive types in the country. The
industries which are being developed
are not experimental. The transporta¬
tion of trained and experienced opera¬
tors from other and less favored sections
to this gives assurane that no bungling
beginners arcat tho helm or industrial
a {fairs.
Here Is a region where every legiti¬

mate industry pays, and pays largely,
where compe tition is merely stimulat¬
ing and not ruinous, and where labor is
well paid and contented.

All branches of iron manufacture

yield large profits. In fact, every line
of manufacturing is lucrative. Ilullders
make fortunes surely and quickly. No
field is crowded. Every branch of
wholesale trade in the necessary ar¬

ticles of life can expand and be sure of

protitable returns.
The special Held which The Tim its

seeks to occupy is to bring idle and tin-

profitably employed capital to this sec¬

tion, which can readily absorb and use

it, and to then furnish the owners of
such capital reliable information as to
the condition of their investments.

CALL THK MASS-MEETING.
The movement to hold a mass-meet¬

ing Friday night, in favor of an exten¬

sion of the llaltimore and Ohio Valley
branch to Roanoke is timely. The re¬

port to the stockholders' mooting held
in llaltimore yesterday indicates that
the road is now Hearing a position in
which it can plac from ten to fifteen
millions of additional sti ck to advan¬
tage.

If this is so, there is every reason tu

suppose rtlat the comparatively small
sum needed to extend thy Valley branch
via Kalcni to Uoanoko c ut be set apart
for this purpose, sine.' both llaltimore
and this whole region are u unit in its
favor.

A POWERFUL COMPANY.
The Roanoke Development Company,

whose prospectus Is printed in another
column, is another and perhaps the
grandest, of tho great organizations
whose fame and enterprise have done
so much to put tho name of Uoanoko
into the mouths of men.

Its thirteen hundred acres of land lie
in tho most favored section of South¬
west Virginia, liotwoen Uoanoko r.nd
Sali m, along the Uoanoko river and tho
Norfolk and. Western railroad. The
cities of Uoanoko and Salem will inev¬
itably grow t-»g. ther.
These intervening tracts of land will

soon hunt with the sounds of various in¬
dustries.
One of the n mnrkable things in cbn-

nteflon with this company is the
rapidity with which its steck was taken
up. Tho $700,000 In »:tcck plac d upon
the market was taken so quickly that
surplus orders poured In for over ..;Iü".-
000 of stock before the announcement
could he made that the books wen-

closed.
This fe.ct was due no less to the splen¬

did chance presented for investment
than to the high character and reputa¬
tion of tin-men who are the olltcors and
directors of t he e impnny.

Tin: special New England edition of
Tim TlMi:s isstied lots morning, indi¬
cates tho character of. Southwest Vii-
gitiia*s enterprise and the capabilities
of Tin: Timxs' editorial, reportorial and
mechanical stuffs. No other ollico In
Virginia, outside of Uichmond, is cap¬
able of doing it in tho same space of
time. All the work was done yesterday
and last night.

l't'tll.tc I MPKOVEMENTS.
The interview with VicC-Prcsident

Eddy, printed in another <. ilitmn, <¦ in¬

coming ieunieip.il improvements, de¬
serves tho most careful rending, lie is
trained to close investigation Of ma¬

terial f.tcts and he pronounces the
^streets of Columbus as models to be pat¬
terned after.

Tli 1.1: whit an advertisement to the
world arid of what benefit to the city it
will be, if Uoanoko, enn begin its, pub¬
lic improvements rigli\ and carry them
through to a model perfection, with gas
mains, sewers and water mains laid so

that the pavements will not have to lie
uprooted !<y every plumber's assistant
who wants to tap a gas-pipe.

Incidentally Mr. Eddy shows his
sense of right by siding with the prop¬
erty holde s a id merchants of Salem
avenue again*!, the Strict Railway Com¬
pany.

_

Compare THE TIMES' news columns
with those of uny other paper published
in a radiua of 2GO miles. If you want tho
news you cunnot afford to bo wittiout it.

MARVELLOUS MAX MEADOWS.
How a Manufacturing Center is

Built Up.
A sieeply Country Hamlet of <U> SouIn to

He Converted Into n Live, UUHtllllff.
Wealth-l'rotluclii|f Iron Kurnurc Town
AVliUt Uns llcen Done itntl Wltllt Is

HeiiiK Done.

I'p to about six months ago Max
Meadows was a sleepy little country
hamlet, containing about thirty to
11 fly souls. Ilefore the Cripple Creek
railroad was built it was quite a busy
place, being the railroad outlet for the
country all around Ivanhoe. Small
charcoal furnaces scattered through the
mountains hauled their iron to this
point for shipment, taking their supplies

¦ back. The furnaces have suspended
operation, and the only business re¬

maining to the place was the shipment
of cattle and sheep, the surrounding
country being noted for many years for
its admirable grazing facilities, owing
to the '.blue grass" everywhere to be
found. 'I'll-' world at large has known
little or nothing of the wonderful trans¬
formation that has taken place, thanks
to the cmergenoj and money of out¬
siders. What was a quint country farm
is now the scene of a wonderful activ¬
ity: hundreds of men being employed
in transforming a farm into an indus¬
trial town.
The combination of Philadelphia and

foreign capital, seeing the decided ad¬
vantages of the location, less than a

year ago purchased some 1.000 acres ly¬
ing on the railroad, which they have
been laying out into a town site, and in
addition bought large and valuable
iron ore properties about two and a

half miles distant. Tho principal at¬
traction to the place was the splendid
flow of lteed Creek, a bold, full stream
of exceptionally good water. Without a

proper supply of water it. is impossible
to build up a manufacturing town based
upon iron, as modern furnaces, mills
and steel plants imperatively demand
large and constant water supplies.
From Mr. M. II. Maury. the engineer

in charge of the furnac > building, and
its future manager, the following par-

furnace is now under construction, the
plant has been laid out for four, and ad¬
ditional furnaces can readily he added
at any time, withoul changing or inter¬
fering in the slightest degree with the
workings of the present one. The fur¬
nace is one of the littest ami most ex¬
pensive that has been built in Virginia,
it is 17 foot by T"> feet, equipped with ::
\\ hit well lire"brick stoves '..<» feet by HI
'...i t. 14 double IIuoHxdlers .14 inches by
HO foot, with » 18-inch lines, and :.'
Allis engines. 42-ihuh steam cylinders,
00-inch stroke und 84-inch blast cylin¬
ders, littod with Corliss valvi s. These
are the lirst engines of this make ami
typo that have been used in Virginia,and tho same engines that have given
such satisfaction at the famous Isalicllu,
Lucy and Edgar Thomson furnac >» at
Pittsburgh, Pcnna. Unusual attention
lias been given to large cast-houses and
stcck-houses. (iround covered by the
cast-house roof is IfiO feet by 7."> feel,
and by the st« ek-honao aittl feet by I .'Ml
feet. Throe tracks run on trestles '.'<.
f el high through tin- stock-house, and
ion fret beyond. In addition there is a
track on the stcck-liouse Hour level.
The lloi.-t is the ..Knyetto Browfl

skip Hoist." with a supplemental hop¬
per, to which Is attached the Kennedy
Scott patent, for regulating the dis¬
charge of the steck into the bell, and
which has provi d so et.ee (SSfully at tho
Li ev turns <. ..

Uttel' & Coniey. of Pittsburgh IV... arc
tho ontrac ors. The plant is already
so far along as to make it i iosI imposing
showing, and while far enough elf tobe
of nt» annoyance to the town, is in full
view of every portion of it. ABogetin v
ii is a plant to ba seen ami copi. d.
The l.vii >. impnny is building a nar¬

row gauge railroad to the ore mines at
t he end of Draper's mountain.ami known
as the lleuson mines. ;i distance of
three sind one-half miles by rail, al¬
though only t wo miles in a dircotj line.

Extensive i xplorations. running over
many months, show the undoubted ex¬
ist! r.ca of apparently very large brown
on deposits these mines, and wash¬
ing machinery is being er« cted and im¬
provements made to prcdllC . a large
amount of good ere.
The c linpany lias another source of

supply in high grade brown ores of a
somewhat different quality, at. Clark
Summit, only seven miles distant by rail,
on the Norfolk and Western railroad.
The Consolidated Mining Compa 11" has
opened up stl this point a large mine,
capable of yielding from 4,000 to 0,000
ions a month.
The famous u(Jossan ores" of Carroll

county an- only forty miles distant by
the Cripple Creek railroad, which makes
the Cripple Creek ores also a source of
supply. I'ho projectors of this furnace
plant think tha: they have a lecation
lor cheap and varied ores a;; good as

any. and far better than most of the
Southern furnaces. The fuel, of course,
is the IVcsihontns coke; distance 103
miles. The furnace is expected tobe
ready to go in blast early next spring.Prom .Mr. II. c. Itaker, the manager
of the Mux Meadows" Land and im¬
provement Company, I learned that a
contract has been positively closed for
the erection of a rolling mill and horse
sIlOO works, to he hcifed on twelve
acres, along side of the furnace grounds.A contract has also lieen closed for the
immediate erection of a large pinningmill and sash and door factory. Nego¬
tiations are in favorable progress for
the establishment of si large engine and
boiler works, and a machine shop.An extraordinary amount of work' has
been done by the Land Company in lay¬
ing out the town site, under the direc¬
tion of Mr. tSeorgO P. Maury. resident,
engineer, preparatory to placing the lots
on the market. One point is especially
worthy of particular notice. A greatbroad Hat runs along the N. ,\. \V. rail¬
road for over a mile, sind extends to
Pet d's creek. At a distance of from 000
to 000 feet from the creek, railroad
avenue has been laid out. Hill feet wide,
running the entire length of this port ion
of the properly. On this avenue pro¬vision has been made for two railroad

ticulars were obtained: Whll

tracks and a street on both sides, and all
tho space between lb is avenue and the
creek is reserved fur manufacturingsites. The furnace und rolling mill oc¬
cupy u part of this strip, but a large
amount remains for future use. Any in¬
dustries located there enn have a track
put in without delay, and get to work at
once.

Provision has thus been made tit tho
start to give every facility to works of
any character, sind it is a very wise pro¬vision. Another very wise thing has
been done. Tho streets have been laid
oil from seventy to ninety feet in width,
and lOtS run back to twenty-foot alleys.In this way ample provision litis been
made for street-car lines, and for get¬
ting refuse from stores and buildings
out by the alley instead of being dump-ed in tin' front street, as is often done in
new towns. On the principal cross av-
enues. such as Chiswoll and Chirk, pro¬
vision has been made for over-head
bridges, as tho town grows, thus avoid¬
ing grade crossings, which tire danger¬
ous and objectionable.
Water works are being established,

with a large reservoir on Itamsey Moun¬
tain, which will give a pressure thai
will shove water over any building in
the town. The water pipes are now ho¬ling delivered. Ultimate street grades
are being established, and 'a compre¬hensive sewerage plan adopted.Kire limits have boon established in
advance, and within these limits no
frame building can be en eted.
Another feature is worthy of all

praise: On a beautiful, big:-, location,
at the foot of llnmsey mountain, front¬
ing Red Creek, and on the other side of
Miller's Hun, the colored settlement
has been laid out. Streets have been
graded, some thirty ncut two-room
houses have been built, with twenty
more building for respectable colored
men. They will have their church and
schools there, and lie separated
from tin* rest of the town, but in close
proximity to their work. Up Miller's
Itiin there are broad, beautiful flats,
also reserved for manufacturing pur¬
poses, and through which a railroad
track will run. 1 have purposely left
to the last the residence portion of the
town. North of the railroad the ground
gradually rises, until an undulatingplateau is reached, from 130 to 150 feet
above the railroad.
A large modern hotel is well advanced

on a spot commanding one of the most
perfect views of Virginia. The moun-
tains with their beautiful horizon lines
catch the eye r verywhere. The view
westward up Heed creek, and embracingthe famous farms of the Misses Stiver's
and Mr. Joseph Kent, is one of the
most oxqisite pastoral scenes imagina- |bio. On a quiet summer or autumnal
evening the view from every portion of
this plateau is simply entrancing. It
is on this plateau that tie- residence
lots have been laid out. and the view
from most of them is liner even than
from the hotel. Contour lines have
been availed of to make long graceful
curves and easy grades to the broad
avenues leading up to the platl an.

Already a large amount of buildinghas been done, and is going on. On
Water streut, running along Miller's
Ituti, a row of attractive, cjinfortablo
three-room workingmons, Lonnes are
just approaching u inipletlon. A num¬
ber of live and six-room houses are
lindere nitrnct. Or. Crockett is hard tit
work on one of tho most beautiful lots
on the place on a $1,800 house. Mr.
Klair, of llobinson & Itlair, has bought
alongside of him, on Virginia avenue,
and is building. Mr. Ogh Shi y is build¬
ing a largo stun -bouse on Third street.

'The old tobacco factory on tho corner
of 3rd street and lircuk avenue has been
turned into !<> hands ,me offices, tin-
lower floor for r< al estate olüc s and the
second floor for the Land ami Improve*
incut Company's accommodation. A
large livery stable is rapidly going up
en Iloud street, and two hundsomo ot-
tnges nearly o un pieted for offices also.
Tie- whole place is fairly alive with
workmen and teams, 't hoc unpany has
given the railroad c unpany acres of
laud in front of tho hot! I on which a
stone passenger station is to ho en ctcd,surrounded by grounds with shtihhcryand (lowers. Wim veiy great foresightthe Land Company has donated to the
railroad company a strip of land adjoin¬
ing t to right of way 10 i foi t ivide and
500 leet long for siuo tracks and yard for
i lie flit lire.
At the earner of Chirk avenue and

Itond street, the Land e imp.inyis itself
building a brick three-story s c >:ul-
cldss hotel, 75x100 feet.

1 have dwell thus Hilly on what is go¬
ing on at Max Mer.dows for this reason:
11 is ahout the cleanest, most gitime
town enterprise that i Ii ive s.seti in :!i>
South.
My business requires me in travel all

through Virginia and further South. I
have seen a number oT booming towns,
and groat splurges, and big advertising,
and lots cut on t of Heids, sold at enor¬
mous prlcas, on promises that industries
would bo brought there, but at Max
Meadows I lind industries brought there
before lots arc even o!Ti red lor sale.
Themen who have laid out this plac ¦.

have quietly coma in. taken hold, and
spent, actually spent, or bound them-
selves for at least a half a million of
dollars.
No plac can be sure of any value,

unless tiio men are actually liiere who
can earn wages and spend tin in. This
gives a foundation that cannot bo
shaken. 1 have had no opportunity of
examining tho prices that have boon
placi tl on the lots to bo sold, but I have
heard several reliable friends >.ay that
they consider them the fairest and
cheapest lots that hav b en offered in
Virginia to the investing public,

in answer to an inquiry, I nra told
that the company have only laid out
l.coo lots, and of these only Ti 0 ar . to be
offered, and that their policy is to make
them both attractive and prolltuhlu to all
who see lit to join with -them. In tho
ordinary coursp of events, it is utterlyimpossible that an « nterprisu c indttctt d
upon such sound business principles, bylong-headed, experienced and wido-
awakc men should fail to roach linearly
und brilliant success. "TiiAVtjXF.u."

Tili: VISITINO IKON MPN.

They PintsThrough I.oiiIhvUIc r.nd Proceed
to lllriiiinghiim.

Lot isvti.i.K. Oct. 15.- -JSpeclal].
Three trains hearing the visiting liritish
and Oorman iron masters arrived this
morning. The c unpany numbered i
about 700, including the American iron
makers present. They did not stop in
Louisville, but pt.ssed on to llirming-
hani. Ala., whore a recoption litis been
prepared for them and thoy will stop ti
short time. Later they will visit Mid-I
clcsborough, Ky., losco oxiunsiveopera-
tionu there.

Tii Tlißiisaiil ExlrTipies ol THE TIMES To-day ! \
Cully! we uro hound to have our little "say" to go along with 'em. Wo

deal little printing ourselves. Come in and sco. It don't take all the week
to complete a hurried order, either. If a man ever gets on* a train at the
Union depot, and turns around two or three times to take a look, as most men
do, he can't help seeing our sign; it looms up in great shape.

Job printing in all its branches.big, little, cheap, line, any kind.

The Bell Printisig and Manufacturing Co.,
Telephone 43. No. »'. Railroad av m o.

iSlfiljj
111 First st. s. w1., Roanoke, Va,

R. I. BOSMAN,
President.

E. D. TUCKER,
Secretary.

Agents for improved and unimproved city
and suburban property. Have some special
bargains that can be resold quickly at a good
profit. oetlütf

Roanoke, Va.

Pulaski City, Va.

Bluefield, W. Va.
The above houses offer superior accommodations to the travel¬

ling public. .Sample rooms for commercial men.

IsrrecL Foster, ^n^n.Sbgrer-

n
b r^p^ PF%

> fun

SMYDER & MACBAIN
Have opened an immense stock of brand new fall goods,

cashmeres, serges, Henriettas, all-wool habit cloths and
Scotch plaid .suitings in all the newest shades and color¬
ings, new blankets, comforters, hosiery and underwear,
zephyr and Saxony yarns in all shades, Butterick patterns,
fashion sheets and delineators for October just received.

tf 134 Salem Avenue, Roanoke, Virginia.

Bedford City Real Estate and Stocks.

o.
A.g'en.ts, BedJforcL 01137-., "Vst.

HOUSEKEEPERS, HOTEL PROPRIETORS^
And everybody that buys groceries,

You want to envo your money by buying where the

PBICES .^IRIE LOW,And tho stock larfjo and varied to select from.

EVERYTHING YOU WANT TO EAT,
Pure nnd frosh, can bo had by calling.

X_u ZEE- B^TTCr-IEC,,
Jefferson street. Groceryman. tt


